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Hot Springe, Arkansas.
January 11, li>Z7.

There arc attached hereto the logs for January 7, lt27 covering the *

taps on telephones listed to the Chief of Police, City Jailor, end Mayor's
Office, all located in the City Hall at Hot S^jigs, Arkansas.

r Vote that Ben Rogers is the new Bight Captain of Police and that
Jerry "Swede* Watkins is the new Day Captain of Felice*

Respectfully Sub itted,
. - .

.

' v. V.^’i
_

John Ls liadala*
Special Agent*



SENTINEL RECORD,
HOT STRINGS, ARKANSAS,
JANUARY 7TH, 1937.

MURDER CHARGED

IN JAIL DEATH

CHIEF WAKEL1N VINDI-

CATED, BUT NOT
REINSTATED.

AIL FREE UNDER BOND

Grand Jury Condemn* *4So-

JPalled^ T h i r d Decree

MetT^p*” — Two Cap*]

lain*,' Two Detective*,]

hree Patrolmen aImmA
1

A ^Garland County Grand j

strongly condemning “so - called

third degree methods,” late yester-

day indicted seven members of the

Hot Springs Police department on
second degree murder charges , as

the climax of an investigation into

the death of John Dickson, 32, city ;

Jail prisoner. /?*• ' *

Those indicted were Captain I* A.
(Arch) Cooper, Captain R. L. (Bob)

Moore, Lieutenant Cecil Brock, De-
tective Glynn Buchanan, Patrolman
Press Griffin, Patrolman Joe Scott

and Patrolman Andy Irwin. J

Within a few hours after the
grand Jury reported at 5:35 pm.
the seven indicted officers had sur-

rendered to Sheriff Marion Ander-
son and were released under bond.

Circuit Judge Earl Witt set bond
at $1,500 each. ?

The grand jury vindicated Chief

of Police Joe Wakelinr who vith
Cooper, Brock .

and Buchanan, ha4
-been suspended by Mayor Leo ' F*
McLaughlin pending outcome of the

of actual participationJP
alleged assault on

;
Dickson, J|ut

gly criticized him for fy
jj
tte

else cootnA
?<pyer .

hte

BUREAU



Ely following the j ffifT (
»The grandqgfr&jg i 1i | iV f It came jjaln. and «a |J^

,rt. Mayor McLaughlin , ] presented by Ftaenan Charles ncrfl he *“ew
JJ*

1 «“ «*“•
lee, said the Jxtfy ^ad hearcffS 1 iBOm the other aide of the organ.

witnesses and “endeavored to devil- Very quietly he crept to the cur

report, Mayor McLaughlin
i

ued a statement, declaring “the

seven officers who have been In-

dicted are permanently discharged,*’

and adding "It is doubtful at this

time whether or not Joe Wakelin
will again serve as chief of police."

None of the indicted officers

made a statement. HI at his home,
Wakelin alsd^declined to comment.

A blanket
"*

indictment charged
that the acqised “on December 14,

1936, unlawfully, willfully and with
malice a forethought, did assault and
murder one John Dickson by strik-

ing, kicking and beating him/ the
said John Dickson, on the back and
other parts df the body, with a blunt:

instrument *the particular descrip-
tion of whfth Is to the grand }urf
unknown, from the effects of such|

striking, kicking and beating the
said John Dickson died on Dec. 24,

1

1

1936" *
• J \ i:

‘ T

Dickson died Christinas Eve "in a
hospital from what the death cer-

tificate said was pneumonia. Sub-
sequently his father, James Dick-
son, charged his son died of mis-
treatment while in custody and
’asked a full investigation. He re-

tlined Scott Wood, former circuit

Judge, and C. Floyd Huff as. at-

torneys to press the demands.
^ i

Dickson had been arrested on
charges of robbery and participat-

ing in an attack upon Chief Wake-
lin last fall while Wakelin and other
officers were seeking Dickson and
other members of an alleged rob-
bery gang in the wilds of Perry
county.
Dickson was removed to the hos-

pital from the city Jail four days
before his death. He had been ar-
rested two weeks earlier near Hope,
Hempstead county.
An autopsy performed on Dick-

Bonb body by Hot Springs phyr
slclans revealed that the prisoner
had suffered several broken ribs, an
Injured kidney and other serlbqs
Injuries. The autopsy report 'de-
clared'- the injuries "certainly ecm-i
tributed” to Dickson's death, hut

op every particle of evidence that
,

would have any bearing on the
death.” ^ .

..
- ;

> .

Grand Jury witnesses Included
doctors who conducted or witnessed •

the autopsy, nurses at the hospital
where Dickson $ed, newspaper re- j

porters, policemen, prisoners In the
dty Jail and city officials. The
grand Jury had devoted three daft
to the investigation. . . /T

7
v

In its report to Judge Witt
the grand jury expressed apprecia-
tion|to Mayor McLaughlig, Ji

“

•dded that it could not be staM
j
tration Is desirous of having com-

whqpii^^ickscm would have *#“ and fair investigatioiMOhe
ooveiefl WBi pneumonia, had ha Dickson me.!

|^>ot. been Jalured.

d other officials for

co-ojsration In the investigation 1

Lieut. Weldon Rasberry of

Hot firings fire department, lias

been acting chief of police since

the
.
suspension last Saturday of

Chief Wakelin. In his statement last

night, Mayor McLaughlin said he
was pleased with Rasberry’s lead-
ership and planned no immediate
changfeA
Mayo? McLaughlin’s statement

follows
-

^"As I previously stated, my pol-
icy has always been since I have
.been mayor of this city that a per-
son in custody of officers should
not be mistreated, so in order to
carry out this policy I desire to
state that the seven officers who
have been indicted are ppi-manp^tU

'

ly discharged, and will not again]
I .• ...L

1
?
0*

be connected with the city admin-
istration. .

“It is doubtful at this time wheth-
er or not Joe Wakelin will again
serve as chief of police. 1
“The police department Is now

under command of Weldon Rasber-
ry. I am highly pleased with his
leadership, and I do not intend a
change at this time."
At the time Mayor McLaughlin

suspended Wakelin and the three
other officers, he said:

"My policy has always been that
a man in custody should not be
mistreated, and the city adminis-

tain, his former training standing
him In good stead. He was un-
armed, but that did not cause him
a moment’s pause.
He stood in the organ loft, and

below him was the chapel, 4n pitch
darkness. For a moment he
imagined that his ears had tricked
him, or that some mouse had made
the noise. Then it came again
close to him, and he put out his
hands to the edge of the embra-
sure, and nearly cried out. Two!
projections met his fingers, knobs

]

of leather that moved, and in a
moment he understood their dread,

meaning—th£y were the ends of a
ladder placed against the organ
loft, and someone was climbing
the ladder, fte seized the end and,
exerting all his strength, hurled
them back Into the chapel. There
was a crash, and a yell from below,
and then the darkness split with a
red flash, and a buUet sang past
him and smashed into the organ.

|

He heard a cry from Sylvia, and
Lfhen a sound he had heard before,
Hand which was stamped deeply
linto his mind—the metallic clang
|^6f the brass plate that covered
* the crypt falling into its place.

|

* Sylvia stood beside him, her
trembling hands holding him
tightly. - ^

I
"Are you hurt?” she erted^flfan
ony of terror.

he missed me. But the



* *

V-<:

• «v

• £'• .f
7» v*,v

Spates*

&W&S

-OK%\A>v*5

y>

-•
• v|s

0i^Mr
;

f .
fo‘ to ^InvestigaScmV^mOTT/!

f

of the police department haddenledthe mlstreatmentcSsu-ges.
tuntended Dickson was\ Ina weakened physical condition «hen

taken in custody as the result* o*

a?l^fve°
Ut‘0f'‘l00" W“e ta

:

I -31* te*t .®f the grand ’jury’s"re-".Port to Judge Witt follow,:

^id^
an0r*ble *Ml Wltt

-
‘ Circuit

1

We have been to session three
,

“ys investigating the drcuastanc-

j ^h?
u,I°™dta« the • death of one

>

£?h“ “ckson. We have heard 38
witneses, and have endeavored todevelop every particle of evidence
that would have any hearing uponthe death of John Dickson, a pris-

1

t ?ner 111 *&e city jail recently. Wef
I ndsht.

C
?,

Ued Upon
,
every I*1®® whof

SiSJt £Ve
"Jy

testimony or who Imight know of any one who might!
Irnve some information that would

gatton?
thr°W Ught °“ the invest!

We have returned true hills to
J SISL?

f ee^en defendants whom we
'

*S£" Tz ?" ****** de-

! Should l
race xrSu

the death of Dickson.

|

During our investigation we
;
found no evidence to connect Chief

of Police Joe Wakelin with the!

actual mistreatment of any prisoner,

hut the evidence revealed by our in-
j

vestigation leads us to believe that
j

phould Chief Wakelin have exer-
j

cised a more dominant control over
{

the oficers under him such circum-
stances as those revealed in the

*

Dickson case and other cases of al-
u

leged mistreatment of prisoners, .

would not have existed. i

I We, the members of the 'grand 4

?

jury, strongly condemn any type $

of brutal, so-called “third degree” r

methods used upon prisoners. Such .

practices tend to destroy the credi-
fj

bility of the evidence of officers in

;

J
criminal trials, aside from being in-

' human and which no civilized com- i
1 munity should tolerate. \

We deeply appreciate the helpful f

co-operation of the mayor, the 1

sheriffs office, the municipal judge

.
and the circuit judge In our investi-

j
gation of the Dickson case.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) Charles Goslee, foreman;
I. C. Beam, clerk; W. W. Srmey,
Harold J. Coomber, Andy J. Jett,

F. Ll Thompson, R. Puckett
(negro), J. M. Page (negrG), Roy,
'Taylor, Reed Farmer, Gil H. Woot-
ften, C. Emmett Karston, J. B.
|Wheatley, Hendry T. Schraeder,
fejecm Dinkelspiel, G. L. Merritt. :

I Wakelin had been chief of police

gW almost 10 years, succeeding Wil-
fltfkn Brandenburg,, when Mayor
|jjL&iighlin took over theS^g^&d-



NEW ERA,
HOT SPRINGS, ARKAIB'AS,

"JANUARY 7TH, 1937.

ACTION BEFORE

"'MARCH COURT

TERM POSSIBLE

Seven Face Charges
of Second Degree

Murder

ALL DISCHARGED

ayor Will Not Fill

All Vacancies a$
& Present

even former members of thl Hut
Springs Police Department today,

j

awaited trial on charges of second

degree murder as the result of a
blanket indictment returned against

them late yesterday by the Garland
County Grand Jury at the conclu-

sion of an investigation into the

alleged “third degree” death of John
Dickson, 32, city jail prisoner. •

Announcement by Mayor Leo P.

McLaughlin that the seven indicted

men—Captain L. A. (Arch) Cooper,

Captain R. L. (Bob) Moore, Lieut.

Cecil Brock, Detective Glynn Buch-
anan, Patrolman Andy Irwin, Pa- c

trolman Joe Scott and Patrolman
Press Griffin—“are permanently
discharged and will not again be

connected with the city admlnistra- !

tion,” following closely on. the heels

of the Grand
;

Jury action.

Early trials for the accused men
seemed a probability today. Al-
though none made a statement

some are said to privately

pressed desire 'for quick disposit

of the cases, fearing ;
that the c

hanging over thejn 'would.

y them from . obtaining other

^employment. ^ Virtually * all have
gpunilies and fheirjpwp,homes.

bureau



rmrvt
Into consideration

Judge Earl Witt and
__ , .

Prosecuting Attorney • Curtis
fRidgeway agreed that $1,500 bond;
tin each case would suffice: AH Si
fthe; officers surrendered to Sheriff

!

Marion Anderson and Chief Deputy
Roy Ermey within a few hours after

the grand July action, and made
band. 1

Vi':
'

?.

Judge Witt Indicated "today that
the men would be granAl early
trials if such were their wfib.
“We usually have a setting of the

docket during the secondfweek of
February before the . beginning of
the March term,” he saidT^Tf the
interested parties want trials earlier

than that time, or later, I 'would
consider the request in .either in-
stance.” .

The future status of Chief of Po-
lice Wakelin, suspended lift Satur-
day along with Cooper, $rock and
Buchanan, ' but vindicated by the
Grand Ay, was left in fount by
Mayor McLaughlin’s statement Is-

sued following the Grand Jury re-
port. $he mayor said it was!
"doubtful” if Wakelin "will again]
serve as chief of police.”

Although exonerating Wakelin of]

t ffccent X^Srumncdurt
off the appropriation for the

ty. health department” -Mayor
McLaughlin said. ”11118 will of ne-
cessity have to be made up out of
our own funds and we will have tot

economize somewhere. I believe the
police department can get along
with the present number of men.”
The Grand Jury indictment

charged that the seven accused men
“on Dec. 14, 1936, unlawfully, will-
fully and with malice aforethought*
did assault and murder one Jo)

Dickson by striking, kicking and.
beating hliyi, the said John Dickson,
on the back and other parts of the
body, with a blunt instrument, the
particular description of which is

to the Grand* Jury unknown, from
the effects of such striking, kicking
and beating, the said John Dickson
died on Dec. 94, 1936.”

The Grand Jury had been In ses-
sion three days and a report sub-
mitted to Judge Witt by. Foreman
Charles Goslee said the body had
examined 36 witnesses In the Dick-
son case and had sought every pos-
sible particle of evidence.
Dickson’s death occurred on

Christmas Eve in 4 local hospital to
which he had been removed four
days earlier from the city jail. He
had been arrested less than two
weeks before in Hempstead county.

Judge Witt, Sheriff And-1

:

terson. Municipal Judge V. 8. hed^
]

gerwood and other officials for their
co-operation In the investigation. * J
When notified that seven mem-*

bers of the police department
been indicted. Mayor McLaughlin

s
issued the following statement:
c. “4s J previously stated, my pol-
icy has always been since 2 have*

peri'

to
that the Seven officers wher

have been Indicted are permanent-
ly discharged, knd win not again
be connected with the city admin-
istration. S. 4 - -• -

any participation in the alleged as-li Dickspnls death certificate gave
sault on Dickson, , the Grand Jurj^f pneumonia as the cause, but the

e suspended chief toJa& ? JSaonrt father, James Dickson,

]

charged that mistreatment at thetiling to exercise more “cl

control” over his men.
at bis home, 215 Laser

kelin was noh-committaL

[vered from the beating he
last fall when abducted during

[a raid in Perry county, allegedly by
.
John Dickson, the latter’s cousin,
[Alfred (“Pug”) Dickson and other
^members of a gang which Wakelin
.and a posse were seeking in con-
nection with a series of robberies
here.

~
*

•

.

'

The Inquisitorial body strongly
denounced "third degree methods.”
Only three men have been added

to the police department to replace
the eight, including Chief Wakelin,
relieved from duty. The depart-
ment is under command of Lieut.
Weldon Rasberry of the Hot
Springs Fire Department, named

^acting chief by Mayor McLaughlin
the time of his suspension order*
ayor McLaughlin said he was

>leased with Rasberry’a leadership
planned no immediate change.

Jerry Watkins and Monroeii
oimg, former members of the de-1*'

partment, were restored to duty, the
day captain to succeed

•per. Patrolman Ben Rogers
led Moore as night captain.

McLaughlin said that for
of economy no

be added to the departm

hands of city officers had caused
his son’s death and he retained the
services of two attorneys, Scott
Wood, former circuit judge, and C.
Floyd Huff, to press an investiga-
tion.- ju f ‘-,

.

-\

An autopsy by Drs. J. 8. Stell

and Euclid Smith revealed that
Dickson had suffered' numerous in-
juries, including several broken ribs,

and an injured kidney which, their
report said, "certainly contributed”
to the man’s death, although the
doctors said it was Impossible to

“It is doubtful at this time wheth-
er or not Joe Wakelin will again
serve as chief of police. v
“The police department is now

under command of Weldon RasbeT-
ry, I am highly pleased with his
leadership, and I do not intend a

. change at this
^

; :>

The text of the grand Jury’s re-
port to Judge Witt follows: - '

s- f
To Honorable Earl Witt, Circuit
Judge:

c
We have been in session three

days investigating the circumstanc-
es surrounding the death of one
John Dickson. We have heard 38 *

witneses, and have endeavored to
develop every particle of evidence
that would have any bearing upon •

the death of John Dickson, a pris-
oner in tiie city jail recently. We
lave called upon every person who
night have any testimony or who
night know of any one who might
lave some information that would

’ end to throw light on the investi-

We have returned true bills in
fases of seven defendants whom we
Relieve under the testimony de-
eloped during our] investigationdetermine whether Dickson would «

invesugauan

have recovered from pneumonia U K^lJwf

,^1
^“nnectlon

he had not been Inlufk - I”**1

Authorities
injured,

denied Dickson had
1>urln& our investigation we

been mistreated. They said he was e
S?

e^ 1^°„
connect Chief

Itt a weakened physical condition ;fna?
1
^?CTff

oe
.
Wakelin with the

when arrested as the result of re-
',f f^i

nIS
J^
eatment of any Prisoner,

peatedly sleeping out-of-doors. ;
'-« revealed by our In-

.
Judge Witt called for a Grand leads m ^ teUeve that

Jury investigation and Mayor MC- V^ef Wakelin have exer-
Langhlfn last Saturday 'suspended
Chief Wakelin and three other .of-

ficers pending outcome of the pro!
At the same time the mayor call

for a “fulland fair” investigation.
>A Tfcr6e-day parade of ;

almses,vhswSpaper ^epofteaV-*'
policemen and Other officials

the Grand Jury Jollowed with the
dramatic jcHmax occurring at A:8£

yesterday when the inquisitor^
lal body revealed that It hadr^fct

indicted three of the
4

Jotff

a mdre dominant control over
oficers under him Such dreum-
ces as those revealed in th* L

case and other caseffjBfal^r
mistreatpient of prisoner^



+ •
i

V

t

^Wte^the members or the
strongly condemn any

1, so-caUed "third

ethods used upon prisoners,

practices tend to destroy the

bllity of the evidence of officers in

criminal trials, aside from being in-

human and which no civilized corn- -j

munity should tolerate.
' We deeply appreciate the helpful

co-operation of the mayor, the H
sheriff’s office, the municipalJudge
and the circuit judge in our investi-

gation of the Dickson case. _

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) Charles Goslee, foreman;
Z. C. Beam, clerk; W. W. Ehney,
Harold J. Coomber, Andy J. Jett,

P. I* Thompson, A. R. Puckett
(negro), J. M. Page (negro), Roy
Taylor, Reed Parmer, Gil H. Woot-
ten, C. Emmett

.

Karston, J. B.
Wheatley, Hendry T. Schraeder,
Ijeon Dinkelspiel, G. L. Merritt.

Wakelin had been chief of police

for almost 10 years, succeeding Wil-
liam Brandenburg, when Mayor
McLaughlin took over the city ad-/
ministration in April, 1927. Charges
of "third degree” methods by the
police department under previous
administrations comprised one of
the chief points of Mayor Mc-
Laughlin in his first campaign for

the mayoralty.
.

Cooper had been with the de-
partment eight years, Brock, seven!
Buchanan, one; Moore, three; Scott,

12; Griffin, eight and Irwin, three.
Intense interest in the grand Jury

investigation had been manifested
\

throughout the city during the past L
1

three days. The grand jury action f

J

hit like a thunderbolt and news-
|

paper extras were lapped up eag- |
1 erly by newspaper readers. |

One .or two of indicted officers

were at the Courthouse when the S
Grand Jury reported. They gave V
themselves up as soon as Circuit fe

Clerk John E. Jones issued bench
warrants. The others came in aadi;
surrendered as soon as they werevj
notified by telephone. ...

‘g
One of the men said he at first

|
believed some one was Joking when ?

he was informed he had been in- !

dieted. - —
Detective Buchanan had just re-

ceived a new gold badge which he
had ordered, when he learned of ;

the Jury’s action.
' -A

"Well, I guess I won't get fc

chance to wear it, after all/ he
said ruefully. .

“
, > , ; ;;

-

Mayor McLaughlin went to the
city Jail soon after the^seveh;men>
had been indicted. He Iddnd sev*T
^eral of the accused officers present.

T want you boys to yn»T

dges and your guns,” he saicr.

have need for them any

i

!
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Hot Springs, Arkansas
January 11, 1917.

KPlOhANPUL' FCh PC8P2CI0R E. J. CWgtUgXt ;

-

•’
' .:n . ^ ' -v "•

i,*

Ret Brekld.
• v (

•

There arc- attached hereto the logs Tor January 6, 1957 cerering the
taps on telephones listed to the Chief of Police, City Jailor, and Mayor's
Office, all located in the City Hall at Hot Springs, Arkansas,

Or. this date the Garland gxxjiixixxy County Grand Jury who had been
probing the John Dickson case returned seven indictxonts charging the fol-
lowing named individuals 3«&&second degree aurder in connection with the

death of young Dickson*

Captain L, A. (txch) Cooper
Captain R. L. (Bob) Koore
Lieutenant Cecil. Brook •

• -
“

Detective Glynn Buchanan
patr Iran Press Griffin
Patrolmn Joe Scott

‘

Patrolman Andy Irwin

Ifote that call at SjOl A,M« between Officer ire.:3 Griffin and Bill
Hart who claias to be employed at the Belvedere Club,

Refer tc that call at 10»S5 A«V, between Walter Fbel, newspaper re-
porter and "Dutch* Akers. Subsequent telephone conversations indicates that
Joo Denton never was paroled Iron, the penitentiary, and that he is still in-
carcerated at the State Farm at Cummins, Arkansas,

Note that conversation at 7jho P.M, between Ceoil Brock and his wife
wherein Brock stated that the action cf the Grand Jury la is the Eonaltof a
political argue.cut in Rot Springs, and tiiat there isn't anything to worry about.

Note that Officer Ben Rogers is the new Night Captain of Police,

Note that conversation between Grace Goldstein and a nan believed to

be Jack HcJunkin, a city fireman, at 11*40 P,N* The "old Man" referred tc in

this conversation undoubtedly is Chief Wakelin, Jack kcJunkin usually chauffeu

for Mayor McLaughlin, and agent recently heard that he. is employed as a doorman
at the Belvedere Club,' • } '

Note that call over the Payer's telephone between Joe Fakelin and
Judge Ledger, ood at 8*02 X.L-. wherein Ledgerwood "fixed” it so that Nakalin
wouldn't have to appear before the Garland County Grand Jury that probed the

John Dickson case



Vote that call at 10»22 A.M. over the Valor's telephone between one
Tucker and Mayor McLaughlin, and note in what connection the nane of Jacobs
Is nentioned. It la not believed that this Tucker is identical with -he

Prank Tucker vho is the City Jailor.

The call made at 10|52 A.M. indicates that the Mayor is contemplating
on purchasing $4,^00 north of 4$ bonds, probably as his own investment.

It night be well to set out the conversation between Mayor McLaughlin
and Jddge Ledgerwood which they bad at StTS P.M. The person named Higgins
in this conversation, undoubtedly is the sane individual with whom Mayor
McLaughlin talkad at 10t5£ A.M. relative to purchasing some bonds, as above
indicated. . v."

:
V. 'I'. -;-.. ,

Respectfully submitted, .

i

.

John L. Madala,
Special Agent.



NET* ERA,

HOT SPEC NOS, ARKANSAS,

JANUARY 6TH, 1937.

GRAND JURORJM

NEAR END OF

DICKSON PRORE

Final Report Expect*

ed To Be Filed

Today •

QUESTION MAYOR

Wakelin Unable To
Appear Before

: Group - -

7
Entering its third day of investi-

gation into the ill-timed death of

John Dickson, city Jail prisoners,

the Garland county grand Jury had

examined some 35 witnesses by the

time it adjourned for lunch today.

Several other witnesses remained

to be questioned this afternoon.

Officials indicated, however, that

V decision upon the case would be

reached by late this afternoon: "

• Several city policemen were in-

cluded among the witnesses exam-

ined this morning, while

P^MdSughlin was summoned yes-

terday afternoon.,

vj* t

Three bribe four *offleers

temporary suspension pending
Jitcome of the grand Jury pro

! tistified yesterday, bpt the *

&tef of Police Joe, Wakelin,

\ been confined to his bed sfaice Sim

[
day by illness. Charles Oostee,

foreman of the grand Jury, inchoat-

ed today that the .chief wotOd not,

be called because of "his condition.^

The police chief, a physician de-

clared has never fully
,
recover#!

from the effects of injuries suffered

when he was attacked in a Perry

county xald several months ago.
;

John Dickson was reported to have

declared after his arrest that it was
Alfred "Pug” Dickson, his cousin,

who attacked Wakelin. "Pug” is in

custody. i ..

r
Members of the grand jury have

been reported as expressing deter-

mination to complete the probe of

the Dickson case before taking up
'any other cases. Investigation into

the ‘torch death” of Mrs. Mary
Cleo Grover and a few other mat-
ters are also scheduled to be taken

up at this session of the court. E.

E- Grover, estranged husband jbt

Mrs. Grover, is being held without

bjnd pending a review of his case

lw the grand jury. Police charged
qe set fire to .the bed upon which
his wife slept. ;V - ,v
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HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS,
JANUARY" 5TH, 1937.

ERS ARE

QUESTIONED IN

DICKSON CASE

Three Suspended Po-f
licemen Are

Heard

II

TEN EXAMINED

Grand Jury Expected
t To End Probe by
P-- Tomorrow

• Ten more witnesses appeared be-
fore the Garland county grand jury

this morning as it resumed its in

vestigation into the alleged “third

degree” death last Christmas 'Eve

of John Dickson, city jail prisoner,

and officials indicated it might be
late this afternoon or tomorrow be-
fore a decision is reached;

Included among the _ witnesses

questioned this morning were Cap-
tain L. A. Cooper, Lieut. Cecil Brock
and Detective Glynn Buchanan,
.three of the four officers suspend-
Ted by Mayor Leo P. McLaughlin
pending the outcome of the investi-

gation. Chief of Police Joe Wake-
iln, also under temporary suspen-
sion, was reported ill at his home
i^his morning, but was expected to

[Appear before the grand jury this

[afternoon,: r

?* Examination of the witnesses this

[morning brought to 22 the number
[already questioned and several more

;

[were scheduled to be called.
. , ’

J

£
" Charles Goslee, foreman of the

(grand jury, declared this morning
it the inquisitorial body is ques-

all persons having any in-

ition bearing upon the ease
reiterated a recent request that

having additional tn-

5>m$ before grantt^

^iry was to meet again this afteW
noon at 2:15 o'clock to resume its
{probe. y

J

^ »
J5P“ •Weksoii,_jjf Honisf liuier

or the deceased prisoner, roharged
nilstreatment at the hands of city
^policemen was responsible for his
, son’s death. An autopsy mid the
grand Jury probe followed. The
young Dickson was arrested in
Hempstead county ip connection
with a safe robbery here and an
-attack upon Chief Wakelin to a
Perry county raid. : - > -

ajie grand jury was also expected
lnvertl«ation of the

alleged “torch murder” of Mrs. Mary
Cleo Grover, whose husband E. EL
Grover, is charged with setting fire
to the bed in which she slept.
ct has denied the charges.

[fpffilis
FURLOUGH FOR

CONVICT

Cummins Prison Farm, Jari. 5.

—

(A3)—Prison Supt. Tom Cogbill said
today that only one of the 144 pris-
oners released on short furloughs
for the Christmas holidays was un-
accounted for. v

He said “Humpy* Brown, serving
a five-year term for burglary from
Lincoln County, had failed to re-
turn to the stockades but asserted
he expected Brown back soon,
.> Another of the convicts granted
clemency was picked up by " Pine
Bluff officers last night fuid held
for prison authorities. He is Fletch-
er Hodge, 35, serving a long term*
for murder from Mississippi county.

The fou/prisoners fronf Garland
j

county receiving the benefit of Gov.
Fufrell’s Christmas furlough were
back at the state farm today with:
the exception of one Negro, George
Hightower, Who with five other
Garland oohvlcts, was granted m
j>arole by the state penal board yes-
terday.

7
.

‘

. f

The other three from this vicinity
will continue to serve odt their
Terms. Lee Wacaster serving ids
second term for murder, was pen-
-tenced to life imprisonment for the
' laying of Miss Minnie P!f
iveyea

ad served several years lor the
taurder of his brother-in-law,
sen Brown.

Walter Nelson, tried five
age for the murder of D. J

was convicted of planting a
in Weaver’s Novelty Shop
causing the explosion in which
Downs was killed.

Clarence Stroud, formerly of the
Bayou section, is serving a life sen-
tence far the slaying of his wife
about 10 years ago.
Hightower, whe received his pa-

role yesterday, was convicted of
killing a Negro girl in a Malvern
avenue establishment.

Five Granted Paroles
Little Rock, Jan. 4.— UP) —The

state penal board paroled 94 con-
victs today, among them Charles
Crosnoe of Hope, convicted arsonist.
Gov. J. M. Futrell earlier today

had reduced Crosnoe's term from
six to five years. Crosnoe was sen-
tenced from Bradley county May
27, 1935, for burning a gin at Banks, jThe reduced sentence made him I

'eligible for parole. The commuta-
tion order said Crosnoe is physical-
ly Incapacitated and requires med-

j

ical attention which cannot 1ms j

given him in prison.
Although Chairman Walter

Helms of Texarkana announced at
the board’s last meeting that he
would resign today, attaches at the
governor’s office said they had re-
ceived no resignations.
Paroles were granted to the fol-

lowing from Garland county: Joe
Denton, statutory offense, 21 years*
John F*ince, grand larceny, one
year; Herman Burton, receiving
stolen property, one year; Georar
Hightower, murder, ten years; afid
Argus Samuels, second degree jfiur-
der, five years; #

BUREAU


